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XVIII SUMMARIES

ensnared in a web of accusations. Local magistrates alleged that they were engaging in
the circulation of counterfeit currency in the Cologne market. Consequently, the two were
apprehended, incarcerated, tortured, and given a harsh and degrading corporal sentence.

In this article, I delve into the narrative surrounding this incident, as chronicled by Rabbi
Ephraim ben Jacob of Bonn in his concise historical record, Sefer Zechira (The Book of
Remembrance). It is proposed that readers approach this account through the interpretative
lens advocated by Jeremy Cohen for understanding twelfth-century Hebrew narratives
from northern Europe. By adopting this perspective, we may unravel the concerted efforts
undertaken by the Jewish community in Cologne to come to the aid of these two individuals,
striving to shield them from an unjust and heinous punishment.

As a result, the actions of the Cologne Jewish community are shown to transcend mere
assistance to fellow brethren in dire need; they serve to fortify the community’s standing
both internally and externally. This investigation thus sheds light on the resilience and
resourcefulness of a medieval Jewish community in the face of adversity, portraying a

narrative of solidarity and fortitude amid challenging circumstances.

Bine’ot Deshe by R. Shlomo Adahan: A Literature of Practices and Ethics
Michal Aziza Ohana (pp. 289-313)

R. Shlomo Adahan’s life spanned the first half of the eighteenth century. Born in Tafilalet in
southeastern Morocco, he eventually settled in Tétouan in the north. He also spent time in
Amsterdam, engaged in printing activities.

Adahan’s book Bine’ot Deshe (Amsterdam, 1735) belongs to the genre of the literature
of practices and ethics, a literary type that, in stark contrast to other contemporary diaspora
Jewish communities of the time, was not prevalent in the eighteenth-century Maghrebi Jewish
communities. Hence the uniqueness and importance of Adahan’s work, as someone who
moved between the North African milieu and the Western European one, in which many
books of practices and ethics were written and printed.

In this article, I characterize the purpose, target audience, content, and structure of Bine ot
Deshe. It seems that Adahan, like many authors of works of this type, sought to present in his
book — fluidly and concisely, for laypeople and the more educated alike — laws and halakhot
from daily life and the Jewish yearly cycle. In this way, he contributed to the ritualization of
Jewish life that occurred in the early modern period. Adahan additionally hoped through his
book to disseminate kabbalistic and Lurianic practices, as was customary in the literature of
ethics and practices of the time, adapting, however, certain of these to his audience and his
time as he saw fit.
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The Date of Hezekiah’s Enthronement in Light of the Epigraphic Evidence
Nadav Na’aman (pp. 249-265)

In this article, I first examine the contribution of the Kaufman Collection to research on the
Kingdom of Judah in the late eighth century BCE. The assemblage was probably unearthed
by robbers in search of antiquities in the city of Keilah (Khirbet Qila). Yet despite its arrival
through the antiquities market, there are clear indications of its authenticity. Its publication
supplied important evidence of the growing use of writing in the administration of the
Kingdom of Judah and the widespread use of personal seals to identify the persons involved
in the economic transactions. As the papyri on which most administrative activity took place
did not survive in the local climate, the published stamps and bullae are all that remain of the
extensive administrative activities that occurred in the Kingdom of Judah in the late eighth
century BCE.

I focus on the ‘fiscal bullae,” a group of bullae that are inscribed in a specific format and
are dated by the regnal years of the incumbent king. These traits suggest that the fiscal bullae
system was introduced by King Hezekiah in the early years of his reign and functioned during
most of his reign. Given Hezekiah’s twenty-nine-year kingship, the latest year marked on the
bullae (26) falls on the eve of Sennacherib’s campaign against Judah (701 BCE). As a result
of the campaign, many cities inscribed on the bullae by name were destroyed and the system
of fiscal bullaec came to an end. This consideration allows Hezekiah’s reign to be dated to
728/27-699/98 BCE and that of Ahaz, his predecessor, to 743-728/27.

Thus, the fiscal bullae supply the data needed to break the scholarly deadlock concerning
Hezekiah’s years of rule and to put an end to the chronological debate that has been taking

place since the beginning of modern biblical research.
Injustice Overcome: The Medieval Jewish Community
of Cologne’s Effort to Free Jewish Captives in 1171
Ephraim (Effie) Shoham-Steiner (pp. 267-288)

Intheyear 1171, two Jewish individuals from northern France who had embarked on a business

trip to the bustling market city of Cologne, within the Holy Roman Empire, found themselves
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